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COMMUNICATION FROM CHAIR, PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE and ORDINANCE 
FIRST CONSIDERATION relative to amending Los Angeles Municipal 
Code Section 52.34 relative to regulation of private security- 
services . 

Recommendation for Council action, as initiated by Motion (Chick 
- Alatorre - Hernandez) : 


PRESENT and ADOPT accompanying ORDINANCE amending Section 52.34 
of the Los Angeles Municipal Code related to regulation of 
private security services. 


Fiscal Impact Statement: None submitted by the City Attorney. 
Neither the City Administrative Officer nor the Chief Legislative 
Analyst has completed a financial analysis of this report. 

Summary : 


Motion (Chick - Alatorre - Hernandez) requested the Police 
Commission to report back on Los Angeles Municipal Code Section 
52.34 - Private Patrol Service, and whether it could be modified 
to coincide with the goals and objectives in creating Business 
Improvement Districts (BID) and to have the Commission cease any 
enforcement efforts against the Downtown BID and its private 
patrol services in the interim. 

The Downtown Center BID established a private patrol service and 
provided it with uniforms in the BID'S theme colors. The Police 
Commission, which regulates private patrols, put the Downtown 
Center BID on notice for failure to comply with the Boards rules 
and regulations. Specifically, the Commission's rules require 
that private patrol uniforms be grey in color. Additionally, the 
BID needed to pay the required City permit fees. 

Under LAMC Section 52.34, it makes it unlawful to engage in the 
business of maintaining or operating any private patrol service 
in the City without first obtaining a permit as required by the 
State of California and a permit with the City. 

The Ordinance, amended on March 22, 1976, gave the Police 
Commission power to charge fees, require a surety bond and 
determine the appropriate uniform, equipment, badges, insignia, 
weapons, ammunition and motor vehicle. 



The Board also has the authority to make additional rules. BID'S 
came into existence subsequent to the enactment of the Ordinance 
and Rules. It is the contention of BID'S that State law exempts 
them from regulation and that the Police Commission should not 
have the right to approve uniforms. 

In a May 20, 1999 report, the City Attorney recommended that the 
current ordinance be amended to eliminate any provisions that 
contradict state law. 

At a special meeting of the Public Safety Committee on May 24, 
1999, the Chair of the Committee recommended that the City 
Attorney prepare a draft ordinance to make the necessary changes 
to LAMC Section 52.34. 

The City Attorney in a July 16, 1999 report asked for additional 
time to respond to meet with representatives of the State in 
order to clarify issues raised by a letter submitted by the 
Bureau of Security and Investigative Services. 

The Public Safety Committee at its November 15, 1999 meeting 
considered the matter and instructed the City Attorney to prepare 
the ordinance. 

In its March 31, 2000 report, the City Attorney drafted an 
ordinance amending LAMC Section 52.34 making the appropriate 
deletions and additions to eliminate duplication and/or conflict 
with the California Business and Professions Code. 

The Board of Police Commissioners at its April 25, 2000 meeting, 
approved the City Attorney's draft ordinance, and additionally 
approved amendments to the Board Rules and Regulations governing 
Private Patrol Services. 


At a special meeting held May 22, 2000, the Chair of the Public 
Safety Committee recommended approval of the draft ordinance and 
now forwards the matter to the Council for its consideration. 


Respectfully submitted, 

Counci b^Member Cindy Miscikowski, Chair 
Public Safety Committee 


motion adopted to approve communicaton recommend;.™ 


BEW 

#990355 

5/22/00 


JUN 2 0 2000 
LOS ANGELES CITY COUNCIL 


COUNCIL VOTE 


20- Jun-00 10:49:55 AM, #9 

ITEM NO. (36) 

Voting on Item(s) : 36 
Roll Call 

BERNSON Yes 

CHICK Absent 

FEUER Yes 

*GALANTER Yes 

GOLDBERG Yes 

HERNANDEZ Yes 

HOLDEN Yes 

MISCIKOWSKI Yes 

PACHECO Yes 

PADILLA Yes 

RIDLEY -THOMAS Yes 

SVORINICH Yes 

WACHS Yes 

WALTERS Absent 

FERRARO Absent 

Present: 12, Yes: 12 No: 0 
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Council Keener (s) 

Mayor (with/ without, file) 
City Administrative Officer 


Attorney 


^<1 Chlef Legislative Analyst 
Controller 
Personnel Department 
Department 

kxj 3oard Police Commissioners 
£ i re Department 


Board of Fire Commissioners 
Department of Animal Regulation 

Board of Animal Regulation, Commissioners 
Dept, of Building and Safety 

Building Advisory AppeIl f |aLd 0iaaiSSi0ners 
Department of Social Service 


□ Board of social Service Co m is sioner! 


(Mail Stop 370) 
(Mail Stop 130) 
(Mail stop 140 ) 
(Mail stop 136) 
(Mail Stop 133) 
(Mail Stop 391) 
(Mail Stop 400) 
(Mail Stop 400 ) 
(Mail Stop 230) 
(Mail Stop 230) 
(Mail Stop 105) 
(Mail Stop 103) 
(Mail stop ns) 
(Mail Stop ns) 
(Mail Stop 700) 
(Mail Stop 700) 


